Mepeknan
Apyrui po3ain

HanepenoaHi BHOYI JOWMNO, @ CbOrogHi CoHLEe 3anvBano CTyAilo, a 3 HeKo 1 YCi, Ha
AyMKy TyWeH, cKnagHuKM ii MUCTELbKOro peMecria: MOTMNOX 3alUWKIB AepPeBUHM,
MNOMNoTHa, nanip i NPocTo HenoTpib. I3 BikHA BOHA no3vpana Ha MpOoBYMOK. YWepTb
HabWTi cMiTTEBI Bakn M NnonamaHun cTineub (KM YOMYCb He MOMITUNA paHile, a 3apas
ragana Hag tTim, ge 6 BiH Mir 3HagobuTtuca) nignupanun 6yguMHOK HaBnpoTu. Batara
nobuTenis rpaditi, ska MellKana Tam Ha ropilHix noBepxax, HamaroBana riraHTCbKy
YepBOHY CBMHIO 3 BULLKIDEHMMW 3yBGamu.

Yxxe BooMa TyMeH He noOKnonoTtanaca 3HATM CBOE MOTepTe MnanbTo-A0LLOBUK,
OCKiNibkn goxuaanaca bpata biHA. Kapa niwna y cBok KBapTupy, WO € CyCigHbo, a
Oky 3anuwmB iX wWe 3a Tpu 3ynuHkM B MeTpo. LWonHo TymeH nosepHynacs,

3aTenedoHyBaB biHb nonepeguTn nNpo Bi3UT. «Yekan Ha Bynuui, — OYKpPHYB BiH, —
3apa3 6yay». Ane TyineH 3Hana, wo OpatoBe «3apa3» — pPO3MUTa OOMHMUSA Yacy, a
HEBAOBOSEHICTb NMLW CnpudnHeHa HebaxaHHaM Ti BigBigyBatn, 60 X iHiuiaTneBa

Hacnpaggi 6yna 6atbkoBa. OgHak Npo BCsIK BUNAA4OK NanbsTo HE ckuaana.

BoHa Bce e po3mipkoByBana Hag NOKUHYTUM CTinbLeM, konun nobaymna bimep bing,
Wo Habnumxascs NpoByNKOM. TOW 3acurHanuBe, LWOWHO 3YMWUHWBCS, TOAI BU3MPHYB Y
BIKHO 1 noknukas TyMeH NOBHUM roflocoM. BoHa Big4mMHUNa BiKHO 1 HaAMIpY 3HYAXKEHO
3MpKHyna Ha 6paTta. Ha wo ryn Big curHany 3aBoraB L€ iHTEHCUBHILE | NPUNNHNBCA
nuwe Toai, konn TyneH 3axnorHyra BiKHO | cnycTunaca 4O NpoByrika.

— Konu T1 nogopocniwaew? — ckasana BoHa, LLOWHO niginwna.

— Wo X, TM 4ygoBO 3HaeW, L0 NOMUNKY S TepniTU HEe MOXY. Homy Tu B3arani TyT
xuBew? CTpaxgaew 3apagu CBOro mucreutsal — MOBMB BiH YiOnMBO | TPOXU
3a3gpicHo.

— He TBOE Aino.

— Xiba He MeHi goBenocs nepTucs ciogn?

— Tebe HixTO He npocus.

— [incHo, 3Bigkn ToOi 3HATK, LLIO Take 0O0B’A3KMN.

— Bbna-6na-6tna. Akun M goTenHun.

— Ta Hy Tebe, 3abupan! — BiH 3 OrMOO LUMNYPHYB 11 ABa NMacTUKOBI NaKeTn 1
MarneHbKMU KOHBEPTUK i3 MacaXXumpcbkoro cuiiHHsa. — HaneBHo, rpowi. Pob6oty konu
3Hangew?

— [sakyto T06i, Min nobun GpaTte, — BiANOBINA, HE 3BaXkako4un Ha MOro rOCTPUIN A3UK.

— Tak konn? A i cnpaBegi, YoMy TM He MoXew 3HanmTu cobi poboty abo xova 6
©narosipHoro?

— Ogppaasy nicns Tebe, roMuk.

— Lle He s B HawWin poauHi i3 «cekpeTukammy, — BiH NoMaxas nanbueM i nepeg
obnmyyam.

— Wo x. KpacHe T06i askyto. byesan 3gopoBuit. — TyreH BigBepHynacs, wobu nitu
reTb.

— Yekan, — BiHb BUXonmBcA 3 MallMHKU, — CTi, Mato AELLO CKa3aTu.
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BiH maB 6e3goraHHuMin BUIMAA: AOMMSAHYTE BOMOCCH, CTUITbHO 3a4yecaHe nig KoMipoMm,
HeaeLuesi OKyrnapu.

— Hemae Ham, npo wo roeoputn. ba, ski Mu npunmsani! ir i3 HAM, wo 106i7?

— #igy B BaHrkokx....

— Hawo? Heeenuyknin negodinbCbkui Typ?

— Tn ormgHa. HarnsHew 3a marasvHOM Y MO0 BiACYTHICTb?

— Ara, B iHWOMY XUTTi. — TyneH sibpanacs nitu.

— O6nuw. A T06i NnnatntTnmy.

— 3aypis?

— Ane X ue He Ang MeHe, a ang Ma Tta bo [u1). Im cknagHo TYT XuUTW. BoHu.... Ma
AyXe HansikaHa.

— To Bu Bxe Bce 0bMmi3kyBanu? BoHu Tebe Hagoymmnn? Yun 3HoBy Mami nigirpyeLu?

— 3abyab. Xo4 TaMm sk, OSKYHO.

— Tpumanca nogani Big Uboro i ix He niamosnsan. [an im crnokin.

— Cniyxan. Hikoro 51 He nigmoBnsito. 4 Wwe HaBiTb He cKasaBs iM Npo Len 3agyMm, Wwobu
TW 3HaNa. — BiH CKMHYB OKYNApW, NiAKPECNoYM BiABEPTICTb.

— O6numw ix. MpunuHM KonaTtucs B LUboMy, abn He 3pobuTu imM we ripwe. — TyneH
niginwna BnpuTys, HaMarat4ncb BUrNsS4aTy 3arposnmeo.

Te, wo 3a 3poctom BOHa Oyna TPIWKM HWKYOW, He pobuno T1i MeHLW
NPUroNoOMLLIIMBOID: Taka X TEMHOBOMOCA 3 ryCTUMM nacMamMn A0 nfedyen, LWMpPoKUMn 1
BUPA3HUMM BUNMLAMM, igeanbHUM BUrMHOM 6piB. Jluw BadrHeHa 6Gyna B MOHOLWIEHY
COPOYKY i3 CEKOHAY Ta MilLKyBaTi OBepcan3 LWTaHLi B Pi3HOKONbOPOBMKX NAsiMax BnacHol
poboTw.

— Tn meHe pgusyew. Mic Benuka MwucTtkuHsa. Tobi gincHo nodoir? He xodeww
Ai3HaTtuncs, Wo 3 HUM cTtanoca? CTinbKku raew Ha AyxXOBHI NOLLYKK, a 40 Hboro banayxe?

— Lle He mMo€ fino, a iXHe, TO XX 9 He Xo4y KonaTtucda Tam, 3aBaarodu im Lwe Ginble
oonto.

— Ta xT0 T! TaKa, Wobun BKasyBaTn MeHi?

— Twn 3anntaB — s Bignosigaw. — He 6yab 3BEpXHIM.

— Lle a 3BepxHin? A 3bupatocs xoda 6 cnpobysaTtu gisHaTUCSA, WO 3 HUM cTanocs. |
1 Le 9 3BEepXHin?

— £ He 3Hato, NPOCTO Lie Yy TBOEMY HYTPI.

— Hy, meHwe 3 Tum. Chao chifuzp

BiHb CiB y MalUWHY, i ra30HYB NPOBYKOM, Jleflb BCTUTHYBLUW 3a4NHUTU BiKHO.

— | T06i Chao anh!- HagpuBatounch KpukHyna TyrWeEH yxxe BigaaneHin MaLluuHi.

BiHo goBoamnocs HasigyBaTu cecTpy Liopasy, sk 6aTbkv MOAOBry He OTpUMYyBasnu
Big Hel 3BicToK. Toai ix matn Kem Hagcunana ixy, a Tato TyaH — GpyHaTHMI rpoLLIOBUI
KoHBepT. BnacHe, cami Hikonu He HasigyBanun. HesBaxawouum Ha OaxaHHs matepi.
6aTbkO BBaXaB, LLO BOHW MalTb ByTW OOHOCTANHO B HE3rofi 3 NepeisgoM AOoHLKU. Ix
«OOHOCTaMHICTb» Yac Big 4acy paBana TpiwuMHW, Konn OaTbKiBCbKe 3aHENMOKOEHHS
Biacunano biHa 3 rpiwumn. bpaT BigmoBnsBcA niginMatucsa 0o KBapTUPU OrMOHUMMU
cxogaMmn, OTOX LLlopasy, O4iKytouM Ha CecTpy, BiH 6e3nepecTtaHHO CUrHanuB i KnNukae ii
Ha noBeH ronoc. Xoy TywneH i 6yna monoawoto 3a biHsa, Ta novyBanacs GinbLw 3pinoto,
agxe He Tak notpebyBana 6aTbKiBCbKOro cxeasieHHs. [Migiimatoumce cxogamu, BOHa
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aymana npo 6parta, skun, Ha i AyMKy, 3ibpaBcs B 4yeproBy 6e3pesynsraTHy NOAOPOX,
TiNbKW WO6BKU NpMBEPHYTK X yBary.

[u] «u1Bo» 3 B'€THaMCbKOI MOBM MNepeknagaeTbCa $SK «TaTo», YKpPaiHCbKUMN
po3MOBHUM BapiaHT «[1a».

[u21BxmnBaeTbCA oNs BBIYNIMBOI YOPMM NPUBITAHHA NMOANHKU cTapLuoi 3a Bikom («Chao
anh» — pgo xiHkn, «Chao chi» — go vonosika). [locniBHo nepeknagaetbcs: «lMpuBiT,
cTapwwmin 6pate» Ta «[puBIT, cTapLia cecTpo». YXKUTO i3 CapKaCcTUYHOK METOLO.

KBaptupa TyieH Gyna abconioTHUM rapMuaepoMm: gepes’siHi 6pycu Ta MHi, rinkv Ta
MOTY3KM — MOTMOX, Ha SKWA HaTpanuna nporynsaHkamu nnskem, AOMOBHIOBABCS
KynnieHnmm BeTxmmm mebnamu. Yce, WO, Ha ii QYMKY, CTaHe B Harodi ANs CTBOPEHHS
BenuyesHol ctatyi lubaio, ika No 3aBepLUEeHHIO OBOSoAi€ CTydie A0 camoi cTeni. TyneH
3atdarna i cBoix gpysiB y uto cripasy: cycigky Kapny, Oky Ta [xeki, siki gonomornu in
NOCTaBUTU OAHY 3 ABOX 3ani3HWMYHWMX LUNAn Ha KiHUi, MOKM BOHa npuB’dA3yBana ix o
3ani3HuX rakie, 3adbuUTux giaroHanbHO NO BCiM KiMHAaTI. [ToTK wWnann mMicsauamm nexanm
Ha nignosi HaBkocu. besnepectaHky TymeH ob6wuBana cobi HOrM, ax MOKU He
3anoB3snacs CTBOPUTU BKA3iBHUK.

KpageHnmn Oynu BOHW, 3ani3HMYHI WNanuW, ane «BAOanok CTpidelo» XKapTtomMa ix
KNuKanu, 3ragyroydm HiMHWA HamniT Ha 3anidHu4Hi cTaduii. ig yac ogHiel i3 Takux
posBianH y TymeH i pogunacs iges lubaio. Y 3anani BoHa He BpaxoByBasia Baru
3anisHn4HMX wnan. To ) OKy B3s1B TaTOBOrO CTaporo xepyHa 6eH3nHy, Tunosuin B’roik
lMnasa, Ta pagwe 6e3BiKOHHA WanaHga aBToaopir. BoHW 3akpinunu wnanu Ha Kpuwi Ta
MOBISIbHO 1 HEMOMITHO MONNUBNKM NpoByrkamu. ChoyaTKy Wnanu Micauamu Bananuca
Ha cxopax, i, WOMHO ONUHUINNCA Yy KBapTUpi, TYWEH ofpasy nonpocuna apysis NpMBecTu
X oo nagy.

— boxe, ua xepHa 0o 6ica Baxka. — ronoc [keki 30iiHsABCS Ha Bepeck. — y Tebe
He Bci Bgoma. Moi XpiHOBIM Kap’epi KiHeLUb, SKWO S AiCTaHy XOd OAHY NOAPSANUHY BiA
Liboro ogopobna.

— HAka po xpiny kap’epa, [xeki? Tpuman CBi XpPiHOBUI KiHELb.

— Llle ogHe cnoBo, i s Bnagy Ha Tebe pa3om i3 uieto xepHeto, OKo.

— Hy x 60, AiB4MHKO, BNnagu, Tak, ik TM Bnasa Ha TOro Himus.

— HasBiTb He noynHan TaraTuca 3i MHOHO.

— Lo x, Bunpobyn meHe, AiBYMHKO, HYMO!

— O, Hi! — ckasanu ogHo4yacHo TyneH Ta Kapna, cmitouncb, Konu wnana nodana
3arpo3numBo NepexmnaTucA.

— Bigkonu ue BM cTann MoiM XpiHOBUM KITOMNOTOM? — 3HEBaXNMBO ckasana [Keki.

— Bigkonu mu 3anonoHunnu tebe nwbos’to, coHeuko. — TyneH 3B’dA3ana narny.

— [apHIoHI0, Y MeHe Ha Tebe cToiTb — OKy 3nerka onosus [xeki 3a Tanito.

— [poixanu, — [xeki 3arpo3nunBo 3upkHyna Ha OKy, Ha Lo BiH Heoxo4ye 3abpas
pyKky, i 3anutana B TymeH. — Lo 3a xepHio T pobuw 3apas3? Lle skecb OpeBHE
B’€THAMCbKe NnarHO 4u LWoCh Take?

— A pobnito, 9K TH Kaxell, «XpiHOBUN» lubaio.

— [obpe, ntoba, BinbLue XoaHOro XpiHOBOro crioBa. — [Keki yn’sanacsa o4ymMma B HirTi
TyneH Ta Horm MoAenbHOI JOBXUHM.
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XepHsi cynpoBogXyBana [keki B KOXXHi pO3MOBI.

-... BO MeHi He uikaBi MOHATTA XWUTTH, CMEpPTi, NNOAKYOCTI, Hagil Yn WO, a ToMy
«>KiHKa, wWo BignodmBae, y 6inii copouui» Jani Ana mMeHe Hiwo iHwe, K 3aMopAoBaHa
Ao cmepTi naneka i B [kekcoHa [Monnoka s Gady Xwxmx opris, 3namaHi cTpinu Ta
mkasbeHa, 6o A ragato, wo Man Pen i [iowaH 6ynm koxaHusamu.

— lctTnHa! — ckasas Oky.

— B0 kuTancbko-B’€eTHAMCbKa XepHs — Lie Mosi XxepHsi. Oken?

— O boxe, 3aTkHITb 1T XTO-HeOyab. — ckasana Kapna. — Xiba Tn He B’eTHamKa?

— Ak JOBro My 3Hamomi? — 3anuTana TyneH TPoLKK 3arpo3nueo. Kapna 3adenvna
YyTnvBe Micue.

— OguH xep — ckasana [xeki. — Moxe, TM i XpiHOBUW reHin, ane gnsa MeHe,
AIBYMHKO, TW Kpensi. A TBOSI KBapTMpa — LiNIKOBUTUIA XPIHOBUIA rapMuaep.

— OkKeNn, s NOACHI. 3HaeTe oui WTYyYHi pi3bbreHi cToBnu, WO nocTaBunn nocepesn
nopir Ha CnagiHa AseHto? A B YanHa TayH? KopoTLle, Xo4 TO 1 KiT4, NPOTe MatkoTb BOHM
OyTn poporoBkaszamu. Tuny paHiwe nogM BUKOPUCTOBYBann 1X, wWobu 3anuwartu
MeceXi-CKapru Ha ypsad | BCAKY IHLWY XepHI0. A MOS iHCTandauisa BiapoanTb... ABXEX,
3BMYaAlMHI eneKkTPUYHI CTOBMNU BXE MalTb 3anucku, Tuny dnaepis Ta iHwe... Wo X,
Tpeba e Bce 0OMi3KyBaTy.

3aTuHalouMcb Ha niB CNoBi, BOHa po3kasana npo ManbyTHin BaTaxoniginmad i3
CcUaiHHAM. Ta Takuin, abu ctaB y Harogi Ans rpaBipyBaHHS YW iHKPYCTYBaHHA lubaio
girypamn i 3Hakamu no BCi OBXMHI. Ha nnaHoBaHin iHcTanauil, wo 6yna 6 1i
HanamOBiTHILLMM OoCArHeHHsM, BigBiayBadi 3anuwanu 6 nocnaHHa Ha lubaio. MNocnaHHA
Jo MmicTa.

Ibkeki noyana npugpimyBatn. — Jloba, uUe fOyxe UuikaBo, — BOHa 3pobuna
ApamMaTtunyHy nayay, — Hy To nobaymmocs nisHile — crnpasu.

Tynen 6yna BiggaHa Bcim cBoiM ectBoM Kapni. Agxe nogpyra Haragysana ynobneHny
kapTuHy Pewmepioc Bapo. «bedymcTtBo KkoTa». Bu nuw nornsHsTe Ha MNOMOTHO —
BnisHaete Kapny — 6e3 KOTiB, NpoTe CNOBHEHY €Hepril, KiHEeTUYHOI eHeprii,
HagnpupogHoi 1 HesemHol. Ocb skot TyneH ysensana Kapny, ska pgincHo ©Gyna
BpaXkatode CXOXOK Ha AiBunMHY 3 KapTuHn Pemegioc. EBpemepHe obnnyysa: 3arocTpeHi
BUNULi, pyayBaTi, BUTKi nacma cTopyma, ki ycnagkyeana Big 6aTtbka, SK i TeMHUIA Konip
Wwkipn. OgHak BMpas nogmey Ha il obnuydi 1 posymitoumn nornsg — ue éyna nuwe i
mariyHa ocobnusictb. TyneH gaBHO nomitvna, wo Kapna yacteHbko nepebyBana y CBiTi
BifJaneHocTi, cBiTi Aanedi Ta mpin. [i Benocunen, sk KonicHi anapat 3 nonoteH Bapo,
TACHYTMA Big M43 Nig Yac 11 MaHgpiB MiCToM, TI MOXKOBKMA Bif COHUSA 3MMOBa KypTKa, 11
Kyp’€pCbKUI prok3ak, 3ainHaTum BiTpunom. O6BissHa cmorom 3abpygHeHoro micta, byna
Haye BiAOGUTKOM iHWOro 3o0paxeHHs. Lle Bce 3axonntoBano TyneH. [NMpuxoBaHi novyTTS,
HeBenuYKi 3axOMieHHd, WO HecrnogiBaHo oroptanu. byBano, BoHa 3aguBnsanaca Ha
Kapny B 1i 6igHO OMebnboBaHin KBapTupi, 3acTuriy, Hade B pos3nani po3mMoBu 3
HeBMOUMKaMM, — i MOBYKM crnocTtepirana. Akbu BoHa 3axoTina HamantoBatn Kapny (a
cnpobu Bxe Bynwn), To il BATBOPM HaragyBanu 6 KoxHy kapTuHy Bapo.

KoxHa i3 wecTtn iHcTansauin TymeH, ski NOCTynoBO nigBuvllyBanu 1i penyTtauito Ha
aBaHrapgHii CueHi, Tak 4 iHakwe cknaganu mo3aiky obpasy Kapnu. lHogi — 1i odi 3
PO3KILLHMMU BiSIMW, iHOL4I — MOXMYPUIA BUMMH 1T PO3KiLLHUX BYCT. | wopasy obpuc Kapnu
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cTaBaB gefani epoTUYHILLMM, HEHade 306paXKeHn NOrnsaaoM KOXaHUsS: BUTUMHK Ti NaHIT,
LLIKOMNOTKN YX CMIUHM.

TyneHn Byna 3akoxaHa B Kapny we 3 nepwux WKinbHUX AHiB. BoHn obuasi 6ynwu
HEBraMOBHUMM Ta KMITNUBUM AiB4aTkamu, siki, MOBYanu nig Yac ypokiB, O4HaK 3aBXau
HaNOroToBiI MasiM XOd i XMMepHY, Ta BCe X NpaBuibHYy BignoBigb. Ak Toai, konn Kapna
OoBKkHyNna, wo TBip «BOGUTK nepecmiwHuKa» 30MBaB i3 NaHTENUKY MMAAKCUBICTIO, He
PO3yMitoun, YOMY NOAM MaKOTb Big4YyTW XanicTb, WOOM noyaTtn Aistyv no npasgi. A6o
Konu TyrmeH TUXEHbKO 3asBuUIia 3 OCTaHHbOI MapTU Ha ypoLui icTopil, nig Yac, Ha 1T AYyMKY,
NPOCTOpPiKyBaHHS BYUTENS Npo HopmaHaito, Wwo in Habpugna Opyra CeiToBa BiHa 1 WO
BOHa B3arani OGyna He CBITOBOW, agxe obmexyBanaca €Bponoto, e x Oyna pewTa
CBITY, Y/ TaM noan rmHynn? NeponcTeyBaB XO4 XTOCb?

Apyx6a mix gisdatamun gepani miyHiwana, i Hesabapom 0o HUX goegHasca OkKy, —
cTapaHHuin xnonymHa. Konncb ckasas BuMTENO i3-py Mictepy opaoHy noictu navHa,
KONW TOW 3anpocuB MOro Ha GiroBy OOPikKy. | HaBiTb He BMGa4ymMBCS, 3a WO OTpMMaB
BiCTOPOHEHHA Ha TwxaeHb, Oky TyineH, Kapna i [xeki, ska Mana Tex CBOI npuyyaum,
MPUHLMNOBO BUPILUMIIM TaKOX HE XO0aAnTK B WKony. Lle 6yB HEMMOBIpHUI TUXKAEHb. BOHN
rpann y Bigeoirpu B [Xeki Booma, a Il MmaTu HaByuna ix rpu B tokep. BoHu inu nigy B
koneoxi i3 ko, HaKypunuca Big KPUXITHOI 3aTsbkku M 6e3yctaHHO perotanu. Lle 6ys
ixHiM 11 knac. 3apas xe us apyx6a, Wo 3apogunacs 3 onopy 3BMYHOMY CTaHy peyen Ta
AVBaKyBaTOCTi, AOCI TPUMaE X pasom.

BoHnu ginunu Bce: rpowi, ogar, Ky, igel. Yce, okpiMm noapobuub pOAUHHOIO XUTTA.
Cepen pgpysiB naHyBaB 3gorag, WO iX CiMT O6ynu HygHMMW 1 3aHO30K0 He BapToil
00roBopeHb, SKY XOTINOCS MOKUHYTU, HaBiTb HE YeKaloun BUMNYCKY. TinbkK Yac Big Yacy
BOHM Morogxyeanuca Ha 6e3rny3ni npoxaHHs 6aTtbkiB, WoOOW BnucaTtucs M Xod Ha
XBUINHKY HE CTBOPOBATW HOBI Npobnemu.

— Tak, ma. A BgarHy ©6iny nepyky W igeanbHO Bnvwycs! — ogHoro pa3 TymneH
npokpudana marepi. Ha wo ta obpaxxeHMMm TOHOM nonpocuna NPUNUHUTK XXapTyBaTu 1
AOKNacTu Tpiwkm BinbLue 3ycuneb.

Apysi Manu HernacHy 3MOBY TpuMaTtucs SkHaugani Big Hepo3CcyasIMBOCTI,
HeBirnacTea, HegOMOBOK — 6e3ymcTBa CBOIX ©OaTbkiB. JlMw nigHimann 3aBicy
3aHENOKOEHHS Ta po3gpaTyBaHHA AOMallHiMu cnpaBamu. «[llpoixanu!» — ByB iXHIM
CUrHaNOM HeXTYBaHHsI BCiX MOAIN MibK MOBEPHEHHAM 4OA40MY Ta NpMbyTTAM 40 LUKOMN.

[lo 3HanomcTBa, We oguHakamMu, BOHU TUHSNUCA CEPEAHbOIO LLKOSOK, 3HEMarayu
Bi4 NiANITKOBOI ANCKPUMIHAUIT ogHONITKIB. He Mornu goyekatucs KiHUSA YPOKiB i paHo,
e B Knaci TpeTbomy, 306arHynu, Wo Taka cuctema He Ans HuX. baTbku X HiYoro He
po3yminu. BoHu kuHynu cBOiX AiTen Ha notany nyGniyHoMy Tepapiymy, 3 SKUM Yy CBil
yac He Bropanucd, npoTe oYikyBanuM OTpUMaTu MPUCTOCOBAHUX BiAMIHHMKIB. TOX M
3anuLmnocs NpUCTocyBaTmUCA AK cnoctepirad4am 6inux aiten.

TyneH ofpasy 3akoxanacs B rHyyke W roctpe neso KapnuHoro Tina, ii HE3BUYHUN
wenit ronocy. Kapna 4acto npugpiMyBana B Kfaci, MOBHICTO MNOMMMHYTa AaBHIM
cnoragam, KOMW 4Yyna rprokiT CTinbus. TynmeH BOaBanocd BYaCHO MNOBEPHYTU 11 OO0
AincHocTi, abn BigBecTn nigo3pu BuUMTENnd. LlMM BOHM Oynu cxoxi, agke iHwa Tex
OoyBana cninmaHa B copoMmi. Lle ix o6’egHyBano. KoxHa wocb 6aunna y CBOIM TULLI:
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BIOYYTTA XUTTA Y ABOX BUMIipax i nepebyBaHHA Ha MeXi, Ha BXOAi, 3BiOKN AOMNUHAOTb
3BYKW KOXHOTO 3i CBITIB.

Yci BoHu: TyreH, Kapna, Oky Ta [keki Xunv oOgHOYacHO Ha ABOX 3eMSISX: BlaCHUX Ta
0aTbKOBMX, — A€ BOHM MOKIPHO CUAINN 3a KYXOHHUM CTOSTIOM, peddSieKCyroun OaBHILLHIM
XUTTAM «yaoMa», CriyXanum HaTXHEHHi onucu iHWKxX OyauHKiB, nensaxis, Hebocxunis,
aepeB — Hygota. 3paBanocs, Ha odi 6artbkiB ynana nonyga. IHogi M xoTinocs
3akpuyatn: «Ta BM X He Tam!» Ane, AKwoO © XTOCb HaBaXMBCS L€ BMMOBUTU, TO Y
BignoBiab oTpumaB 6um nsnaca abo npurHiyeHun nornsg, Wo HanoBHUB OU KYXHHO
XaxIMBO TULLIED po3yapyBaHHA. KOXeH i3 HUX Noknaas AiM LWOopaHKy, Haye BUpyLIaB Y
NOAOPOX, BUNNYyTYyOUM cebe Big BogopocTen iHWwnx 6eperis, siKi MOBHICTIO 3anOfOHUN
GatbkiB. BusBonanucsa kpisb ABepi CBOIX OyauHKiB, LWOOM NOAUWNTM NYHATUYHUX
OaTbKiB, Ta NepeTMHany BCi HE3PMMI KOPAOHM MiCTa Kpidb KOB3KUW Mia, Wobu gictatuca
[0 Micusi cBoro HapomkeHHs. Ceoro Micta. IM nopapysanu »uTTs B MicTi noaum,
HapooKeHi aeiHae.

JInwe opHoro pasy noginunacsa TyneH nogpobuusaMn poauHHOro XUTta 3 Kapnoto.
HanncaHmm matip’to nuctom:

«JTloba mosi Phuong. Tu He 3Haew, moe cepue 8idkpumo. Tu x 6a4urna Mo20o CuHa,
Quy? € Hadis, wo eiH i3 moboro, y be3neui. 5 nadHa siddamu ece, S mMar U020
nobayumu. Moi OHi — HiWoO...»

Mepw Hixx Kapna gountana Ginbwe, TyrheH cxonuna nucTa 1 rapsavykoBo 3arnxHyna
SKHangani B prok3ak, npomosnsatoum: «lpoixanu, y MOEI MamMun He BCi BAOMA, ere X?»
Ha wo Kapna HisskoBo nocmixHynacs, i 6inbLie BOHU Npo Le He roBopunu. | xod BOHM
OMWHanM LUl TEMY, YCe X NOTAEMHICTb 3MIiCTy nucTa we binble ix 3pigHuna. Konm
MOBa KA Npo iXHi poauHK, 3anuwanoca podutn nuwe HaniB BUCHOBKM Ta Hanis
NPUNYLLEHHS, OBIiSIHI CTPaxoM pearibHOro CTaHy peyven.

Batbko TyneH BigkpuB pectopaH Ha Enizaber CTpit, Ae GinblwicTb npauiBHUKIB Ta
BiABigyBa4iB roBOpUNM  BUHATKOBO B’€THamMcbkow. Llle kapany3om BOHa
BiOMOBNANacs Hew CnifikyBaTUCH, AEMOHCTPYHOYM Henokopy uin mosi. [MTatupivyHa
TyneH pekomeHngyBanacs imeHeM Tpewci: yce B’eTHamcbke Oyno ocopyxHe. BoHa
cupina Ha Kaci, 3BiCMBLUM HOMM i 3MyLlyBana cTtapLlumx CninkyBaTUCH aHrnincbKoto,
npumoBnABLIKN: «TifNbKM aHrnincbKkow!» Y nigniTkoBOMY Bili acCMMETPUYHO nigpisana
cobi Bonoccsa: niBui 6Gik noronuna, a nacmMa npaBoro 3BuUcann, MNPUKPUBaOYK
obnunuua. i MaTn ripko onnakysana rycte i rapHe BOSOCCS [OHbKU siK 6e3xarnbHo
B6bute. e Toai TyneH He cnyxana 3abopoH GaTbka He BigganaTucs Big OyaunHKy 1
6e3 Harnagy HUWNopuna NasXxamu, 3anisHuuamm Ta dygisenbHUMN MargaHynkamm B
nowykax gepeBuHW. BoHa xoTina ctaTu apXiTeKTOpOM i HaBiTb 2 POKM CTyAditoBana
KpecrneHHs B Konemxi, Ta 3aB4acHo knHyna. NogibHo noyana BuBYaTU CKynbNTypy B
Konempki MUCTeuTB, ane i MOro He 3aeepluna 4yepes ynepemXeHHs, Lo Tam
HaBYalOTbCA nNULEe ByNbrapHi nNpuaypkn 6e3 TanaHTy, YA XUCT TFOAUTBCA Ha
niganeLwlyBaHHs 40 BMUKNagadiB Ta TBOPEHHS GaHanNbHUX peyen.

MisHiwe TyneH 3atarHyna W HWKMX Yy CBOI HiYHi BMNasku OyaiBenbHUMM
MangaH4YmMkamm n 3anisaHNYHUMKU KOMissMU, e BOHW 3aro0Ku 3aBucanu 3 raHgxkor Ta
B6ymbokcom.
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BoHa Oyna Hambinbwwum Big4Yanmgyxom cepepn cBoix ApysiB. e no noBHoniTTs
NOKMHyna 6aTbKIBCbKUMIM AiM i ocenunacsa Hag MarasvHOM y MOMeLLKaHHI Ha Konemx
CtpiT. Ak npuxmnbHMua aBaHrapamamy, TyrheH yac Big 4dacy pobuna iHcTansauii B
ManeHbkux ranepesx Ha KeiH Ctpit BecT. 3i cBoiM CBIiTAMM nuueM, TEMHUMMU,
3aBxgu OonuTiMBMMW  OYMMa BOHA CcTana BCHOOMCYLLOK (Irypod Ha CueHi
anbTepHaTMBHONO  MUCTEUTBA, €KCUEHTPUYHO  BOUpawoumMcb Yy  BRacHOpyY
CTMNI30BaHUM opasar. Hocuna mepexaHi Xunetku, abu noxmsdyBaTtuca Msi3UCTUMU
nneyamu, HaTpeHOBaHWUMU Big OyaQyBaHHA BULLYKaHMX KOHCTPyKUin. Came BOHU
BITOUMNM I XUCT OO MansapcTBa, pisbbneHHs Ta xusonucy. TyneH byna aHaporiHoOM,
HenepeBepLlUEeHO MOEOHYYM KIHOYMM Ta YOSOBiYMA Havana B CHAYOMY
BigwnigosaHomy nuui. LLlosaumn BoHa BOMpanaca B MacuBHe NanbTO-AOLLOBUK —
3HaxigKow 3 KpamHuui lNyasin.

Pagitoumn xunTTi0 nogani Big4 AOMY, BOHW He 3BaXkanu Ha MULIEN, WO LinogoboBo
HOCMNUCS CcTenamMu IxHiX kBapTup. [JomosnacHuusa micic Yy 3aHenbana 6ygisnto,
Kopngopu skoi 6ynuM 3acMmideHumu, a CTiHm — 3aHexasHumn. Kapna ta TyueH
CaMOCTINHO AdaBanu nag yciM norioMkam: NPOMMBHI NPUCTPOI Ha KpaHax, po3duTta
NNUTKa y BaHHIN KiMHaTi, Y1 neperopini 3anobixHukn. Lli gipn 3 neperopoakoto,
KPUXITHUMU KyXHAMU-OydeT i BaHHUMKU KiMHaTamu, y skux Tpeba Gyno sanuwartu
ABepi BigYMHeHMMU, Wobu cnopoxHuTtucs, Micic Yy Bennyana «ogHocnanbHUMMY,
AapMa WO BOHW He OOTAryBanu HaBiTb 40 OAHOMICHMX KBapTup. Ane giByaTta Ha Te
He 3Baxanu. Kapna npocto 6yna wacnuBow 3aixaTu OO KBapTMpu B CYCIiACTBI 3
TyneH. BoHa ogpasy X Kynuna ctepeo, abu BoHn mornu cnyxatu the Fugees, Missy
Elliot, Ta Lil’ Kim. MNepwi gekinbka micauis Kapna cnana, 3akonncaHa CTepeo Ha BCHO
rYYHICTb Ta 3 ACKPaABO BKIKOYEHUM CBITIIOM. TyMEH TiflbKM YyayBanacs.

[OCTMHKM giBYaT CTany NpUCTaHULLEM He nuwe ans 6nm3bkoro kona Aapyasis, a u
nogen, aknx BoHM nigbvpanu Ha eTanax gopocniwaxHs. JliobuTteni rpaditi, ki Xunm
B OyaQMHKY HanpoTuK, roMmocekcyanbHi Apysi TyMeEH i3 reTTo, Aekinbka Xin-xon aBTopis,
ABi  AiBYMHW, $SKi CTBOpIHOBanM npukpacu W B'A3anu Wanki, Ta We Kynka
OBafUATUMITOK BiA My3uKaHTIB [0 odiuiaHTie. IxHi 3aHenbaHi rocTuHkM Bynu
po3TalloBaHi HaJ MarasuHoM AeleBoro ogsary. [lomosnacHuua npyxoguna nuwe 3a
OpPEHAHOK NnaTtol, 3aBxau popatun: «Hiskmx TyT Bedipok». YBeCb iHWMA 4Yac
AiB4aTa MOBHICTIO MNaHyBanuM Yy CBOIX KBapTUpkax. 3a OaaHHAM BOHM HaBiTb
BMawToByBanu BedvipkM B 0OOX KBapTMpax OOHOYACHO, MEPENOBHIOYM KOPUOOP
ANMOM Ta MY3MKOK, MUBHUMM MASWKaMM Ta ranacnueol BanakaHuHoW. Xmapu
ANMY BaXXKO HaBucanu 1 TArHynucs B3Ao0BX cxogis. Jlioan mornm posBaxatucs B
pisyat uinogoboso, ax noku TynmeH abo Kapna, yactiwe Kapna, He Bigxoaunu Hapg
yHiTa3oM Big cebe OpyXHbOI nig ekcTtasi n suTyptoBanu Bcix. OgHoro pasy, nig
rombamn, BOHM B3piNM cxigui Hade nig nynoto, a TyheH 3asupHyna Ha
BYriNIbHO-NOMapaH4yeBe CBITNO 3a MeXew [OepeBUHUM cxofiB, £AKi Bigvysanucs
neKkesibHO-rapsayYnMn Lwe Linun TWXXKaeHs NoTomy.

Y Kapnun Tpannanucsa HagpKopcTKi Hanagu OXarMHOCTI, TOAi BOHa BuyuLlana BCHO
KBapTUPY M BUKMgana AoBOSI NpuaaTHI pedi, SK Tapifiku M Hoxi. TyMeH He mana
Takux Haxunis. i NPUMILLEHHs CRYXMNO WWe W 3a XyOOoXH ranepeto ana i
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iHcTansauin. Tox Becb «HenoTpié» Kapnu onuHABCA B 4YEProBOMy XyOOXHbLOMY
TBOPIHHI.

Lubaio, wo ctaBaB gepani 6inbwe, 6yB oToveHM ocobucTUmMM pevammn TymneH,
po3KngaHMMmM HaBkosio. Hacnpasgi X paHiwe BoHM Oynn 3agymamu ans iHcTanauin:
rOCTPOKYTHa KOHCTPYKLUiS, Wo Mana 6 nepetBoputucs Ha hutoung B miHiaTiopi abo fo
LbOro B IMUHSHI Tepacu Ta OOQHOYaCHO AekopaTuBHe wenshou — MOHCTPIB Ta NeBiB,
KOHIB Ta pnb, (peHikciB — YCix YapiBHMX TBApWH. [lesikux JoBenocs po3aatu Apy3sm,
KONW piBEHb 3axapalleHHs NMOYMHAB 3aBaXkaTW HaBiTb il MOHATTIO NpocTopy. OCTaHHi,
AKi BOHa pobwuna i3 OepeBWHN, MUITbHOMO KaMEHH 4M [MIMHK, BanNsnmMca no BCin
KiMHaTi. Takum ByB Wnax TyneH 0O NOSIBM KIHUEBOI iaei CTBOpUTU lubaio, WO ax Hisik
He ByB NOB’A3aHMM i3 MUHYNUMK 3aTiAMU.

Ak mariyHMin wenshou BOHa nepexoByBana e OfHOro fucTa i3 TalHWKa CBOET
matepi. Moro 6aTbko Hanucae aupekTopy Tabopy Chi Ma Wan HeBaoBssi micns Toro,
SIK BOHM MNoBepHynuca B TopoHTo. BoHa noro 3Hana Hanam’sTb, a OpuriHanbHUN
3amMiHmna, niapobusLLN NOYEpK.

«WlaHoBHUK, cep. Ak Bam Bigomo, Hawa gutuHa 3Hukna. LWicte micsuis mu
nposenun B Tabopi Chi Ma Wan. Xo4y gisHatucs, 4m He Oyno 3BiCTOK Big HbOro?
Moxe, BiH 3aibxmkaB nicns Toro, K My noixanu? Y pasi BiH AictaHeTbcs Tabopy,
nepegavTte Ui KowTun. Takox, BiH Mae BnisHaTu LUen kanentox. byab nacka, nogbante
Npo CUHa, NOKN BiH HE NOBEPHETLCA Nif HaLe Kpuno.

3 nosaroto, Vu Tuan.»

[eTb He 3Hana HaBiWwo, ane BupilMNa 3anuwnTn ue XMMepHe BIiaJSTlyHHA crioragis
MUWHYNOro, Ha sIke HaTpanuna nig Yac HULNOPEHHS MaMUHOIO KIMHATOLO.

TyneH noTanku 3pynHyBana CTiHY MK BaHHOK KIMHATOK Ta KyxHeto, Lwobu matm
AOCTaTHLO MPOCTOPY ANA iHCTanauin. €4MHOK nepesarolo aip micic Yy 6yna Bucoka
ctend. TyrheH 3aTteMHuna KiMHaTy, NOBHICTIO MOKPMBLUKM iI YEPBOHUM BESIbBETOM.
Mocyn 6Ges3nagHO BansiBCA Yy BaHHIM Yy CyCIiACTBI 3 HE3NiYEeHHUMU MNEeH3NsMU B
pakoBWHi. TyrMeH npukasyBana, WO [OPEBHS KUTaAWCbKa apXiTekTypa TakoX He
obmexyBanacsa cTiHamu. [Ons uboro BMKOPUCTOBYBANMUCS KOMOHW. BoHa yHukana
3yctpiyen i3 micic Yy, yctaHoBuBWIWM HOBi 3aMku, a Kapna w4aryBana, wobu
nonepeanTy NpPo MOXIUBI pengu aomosnacHuui. TyneH dakTU4HO chnfoHgpysana
FOCTUHKY, | AKOK 3agymana nepeixatu, To 3pobuna 6 ue BHoui, WBMAKo 1 6e3cnigHo.

Yce we obypeHa N gewo 3aHEernoKoeHa pPO3MOBOK 3 OpaTom, BOHa BUpillMna
3HaNTU pos3paan B cycigku. TyrmeH He morna 3po3ymiTh, YoMy IX OUTUHAYA BiHA 3
BiHbOM yce e NpoaoBXYyETHCA.

— [MornsHb, Wo B MeHe €, — orofiocuna BoHa, konu Kapna sigunHmuna gsepi.

— Ypa, muna moda! — CKpuKHyna Big pagocTi noapyra, Y3siBLUM NakeTu, ywepTb
HabUTI Dxeto.

— Tak? A MeHi Wwo x?

— O6inmawkn, — ckasana Kapna, npuropHyBLUIM Nogpyry BAsSSMHO, — arne TBiN

6paTt Ha ue binblie 3acnyrosye.
— HagiTb He 3ragyn noro. BiH meHe BicnTb.
— Yum xe? MeHi 6 TBOro 6para....
— Lle Tm NpocTOo NOro He 3HaeLw, BiH TaKMin MaHinynsTop...
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— Hy, 5 pago nomiHsanacs 6patamu 3 To6010. — TOH Kapnu nepeagillyBaB NoraHi
HOBMHM.

— Lo 3HoBY?

— 3HoBY MiMikO — BUKpaAEeHHSA MaLUUHW.

— Oro, oue Tak!

— YopToBe BMKpageHHA aBToMobinsa! Ak s mato ue BunpaBmtin?

— Twn He 30608B’s13aHa BMNpPaBnAaTL.

— BiH — Mol npobnemu.

Lis dpasa Buknukana B TyleH AnBHe BigyyTTa 3pagu camoi cebe. Yepes «BiH — MO
npobnemn». BiHb NONPOCUB Ti T X caMe: YM AIMCHO i yce OAHO, WO CTanocs 3 iXHim
6patom? Yum BOHa He Baxae 3anOBHUTU L0 aHOMarbHY MOPOXHEYY Yy CBOEMY XMUTTI,
XUTTI PIHMX AKOKOCb KOHKPETHOK CyBCTaHLIE YN SIIOANHOK?

Kapna sigcyHynaca 6nwkye [0 BiKHa, TikawouuM Big HENnpuMEMHUX OYMOK. TyWeH
Habnuaunaca oo noapyru. BoHa nomituna, Sk TOHKUMKA M’A3 Ha Wwni Kapnu TpemTiB, Haye
nentocTka. TyMeH XoTina AOTOPKHYTUCS MOro, nouinysatn noro. A noTiM Noxmypi BycTa
Kapnu, BoHa xoTina ix uinyesaTtun, ax Nokn Ta He 3Mycutb nocmixHyTucs. TynmeH yce X
TOpkHynacsa go wwui Kapnn gyxe HixkHO 1M 60sa3ko, y 6opoTbbi 3 mpuctpacTio, Lo
HakpuBana xsureto, i MmoBuna:

— Bce 6yane nobpe, He BapTo BEHTEXMTUCS.
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Opurinan

TWO

RAIN HAD FALLEN the night before, but today the sun lit the studio, and the clutter
of wood, canvasses, paper, and the general debris that Tuyen considered to be the
materials of her art. Tuyen looked out of her window facing the alleyway. Overflowing
garbage cans and a broken chair rested against the wall of the building opposite hers.
The graffiti crew who lived on the upper floors there had painted a large red grinning pig
on the wall. She hadn’t noticed the chair there before and examined it from above,
thinking of what she could make with it.

She was still wearing the old oilskin coat, waiting for her brother Binh. She hadn'’t
bothered to take it off when she got in. Carla had gone to her own place next door, and
Oku had left them three stops before their own on the subway line. Just as she entered
her door, Binh had called to say that he was coming over. That was an hour ago. “Be
outside,” he’d said in an irritated voice, “I'm coming right now.” But Tuyen knew better
than to trust his sense of time, and she knew he was only annoyed because he’d been
sent to visit her by their father. Though she’d kept her coat on just to be ready.

She was contemplating the discarded chair when Binh’s Beamer turned into the
alleyway. He pulled up and immediately leaned on the horn, then he put his head out
the car window and bellowed her name. She opened her window and fixed him with an
exaggeratedly bored stare. Binh leaned on the horn again, not letting up until she
slammed the window shut and made her way down the stairs to the alleyway.

“That is so childish,” she said to him when she got there.

“Well, you know | hate to come to this dump. Why do you live here
anyway? Suffering for your art!” His tone was caustic and slightly envious
at the same time.

“What's it to you?”

“Well, | wouldn’t have to come here, would 1?”

“l didn’t ask you.”

“No, you wouldn’t know about obligations.”

“Blah, blah, blah. You're so funny.”

“Oh, take this!” he said distastefully, passing her two plastic bags from
the passenger seat. “And here,” he said, handing her a small envelope.

“Money, | guess. Can’t you get a job?”

“Thank you, sweet brother.” Tuyen ignored the barb.

“Well, can’t you? Why don’t you go find work to do, huh? Or a
husband?”

“As soon as you find one, you fag.”

“You're the one with secrets, not me, okay.” He waved a finger in her
face.

“So, fine. Thank you very much. Goodbye.” She turned to go back into
the building.

“Hey,” Binh said, stepping out of the car. “Hey, | want to talk to you.” He
was dressed immaculately, his hair long and groomed over his collar, a pair



of expensive shades on his eyes.

‘I don’t want to talk to you. And don’t we look fashionable? What d’you
want anyway?”

“I'm going to Bangkok ..."

“What for? A little child-sex tourism?”

“‘Don’t be disgusting. Can you open the store for me?”

“Not in this life.” Tuyen turned to go.

“Come on! I'll pay you.”

“Are you for real?”

“It's not for me. It's for Ma, you know, and Bo. They can’t leave here. They'’re .

..Ma’s terrified ...”

“When did you cook this up? Did they ask you? Are you leading Ma on
again?”

“Forget it. Anyway, thanks.”

“Stay out of things. Why don’t you let them forget instead of
encouraging them, eh?”

“Listen, I'm not encouraging them. | haven’t even told them I'm going

there, all right!” He removed the shades as if to underline his honesty.

“Just leave it alone. Don’t go digging around and then it'll be more
disappointment for them.” Tuyen stepped closer to him, trying to be

intimidating.

She was slightly shorter than he but in every other way as striking. The same thick
black shoulder-length hair, the broad high cheekbones, the perfectly arched
eyebrows—only she was dressed in a second-hand shirt and a baggy pair of
paint-splattered pants she had made herself.

“You surprise me, Miss Great Artist. Aren’t you curious? Don’t you want to know
what happened? Don’t you wonder about him? With all your soul searching and
finding yourself, don’t you want to know?”
“It's not my stuff, it's theirs, and it’s painful to them and | don’t want you
going digging around in it.”
“And who are you to tell me what to do?”
“You asked me, so I'm telling you. Don’t be selfish.”
“Selfish? I’'m going to try and find out what happened, what happened to
him. How am | being selfish?”
‘I don’t know, but that's how you are.”
“Okay, fine, never mind. Chao chi!”
Binh got into his car, and rolling up the window, he revved the engine
and sped up the alleyway.
“Chao anh to you too!” Tuyen yelled at the car speeding away.

Tuyen received these visits from Binh every time her parents hadn’t heard from her for
a while. Her mother, Cam, would send food and her father, Tuan, would send a brown
envelope with money. They never came themselves. Cam would have liked to visit her
daughter, but Tuyen’s father had forbidden it, thinking that they had to maintain a solid



front in their objections to Tuyen moving out. The front always wavered though, as their
anxiety made them send Binh to give Tuyen money. Binh refused to go up to the studio
apartment because he said the staircase was filthy, so he would always lean on his car
horn or scream her name up the alleyway until she came down. She was younger than
Binh by eighteen months, but she felt she was much more mature, since he seemed to
need their parents’ approval far more than she. Here he was going on another fruitless
search trying to get their attention again, she thought, as she made her way up the
staircase.

Tuyen’s studio apartment was a mess of wood rails and tree stumps, twigs and rope,
debris, really, which she had picked up walking along the beaches, and lumber she’d
bought, all of which she was making into a great figure, a lubaio, which, when she was
finished, she said, would fill the entire studio apartment from ceiling to floor. She'd
enlisted her friends, Carla, who lived across the hall, Oku, and Jackie, to help her stand
one of two railway ties up on its end while she tied it to iron hooks she’d hammered in at
the four quadrants of the room. For months the railway ties had lain diagonally across
the floor. Every now and again she bumped her toes trying to get by, until she decided
that she would make a signpost.

Stolen is what they were, the railway ties, but “come by” is what she and Oku
laughingly called it, recalling their nighttime raid on the railway yards. Tuyen had
happened on the idea of the lubaio when she was cutting across the railway yards on
one of her searches. She hadn’t counted on the weight of the railway ties and the
difficulty of moving them around at will. But Oku had used his father’s old gas guzzler, a
windowless sea scow of a Buick Plaza, and they’d harnessed the ties to the top of the
car and driven home slowly and stealthily through alleyways. First the ties sat up the
staircase for months, then, when they finally arrived in Tuyen’s studio at the top, she got
her friends to help her raise one to standing.

“Christ, this thing is fucking heavy,” Jackie had screeched. “You must be

out of your mind. If | get one single scratch, my fucking career is over.”

“What ‘fucking career,’ Jackie? Hold your fucking end up.”

“‘Don’t make me drop this on you, Oku.”

“Drop it on me, girl. Just like you drop it on that German guy.”

“‘Don’t go there, man. Don’t front. You couldn’t handle it.”

“Well, test me, girl, test me!”

“Stop, stop.” Both Tuyen and Carla said this at the same time, laughing,

the railway tie tilting precariously.

“Why the fuck do | bother with you guys?” Jackie said dismissively.

“Because we love you, sweetie.” Tuyen finished tying off the pole.

“It's your Jones for me, baby.” Oku wrapped his arm across Jackie’s

waist.

“‘“Anyways—" Jackie gave Oku a freezing look, at which he dropped his

arm limply, then turning to Tuyen—“And what the fuck are you making

now? Is this some ancient Viethamese shit or something?”

“'m making a fucking lubaio ...”

“Okay, honey, say no fucking more.” Jackie examined her nails and her



long legs. Jackie could use the word “fuck” as every part of speech, in every
grammatical construction.

“... because | am not interested in the idea of life, death, fertility, hope, or

anything, and because Dali’'s Reclining Woman Wearing a Chemise looks

like a dead slaughtered doll, and | can see preying eagles, broken arrows,

and jazz musicians in Jackson Pollock, and because | believe that Man Ray

and Duchamp were lovers.”

“Word!” Oku.

“And because there’s some ancient Chinese-Viethamese shit that's my

shit and I'm taking it. Okay?”

“Oh Christ, turn her off.” Carla. “But | thought you were Viethamese?”

“‘How long have you known me?” The words sounded dangerous in

Tuyen’s throat. Carla had ventured into a sensitive place.

“Whatever,” Jackie said, noticing the sudden disruption. “Maybe you’re a

fucking genius, but you’re nuts is all | know, girl. This place is a fucking

mess!”

“Okay, let me explain. You know those fake carved posts they’ve put in the middle of
the road down on Spadina? In Chinatown? Well, they’re kitsch down there, but they're
supposed to be signposts. Like long ago people would pin messages against the
government and shit like that on them. So my installation is to reclaim ... Of course,
regular electric posts already have notices on them like flyers and stuff ... Well, | still
have to think it all through, but ...”

Breaking off, she explained the plan to make a pulley with a seat so that she could
move up and down the lubaio, engraving and encrusting figures and signs. At the
planned installation, which was to be her most ambitious, she would have the audience
post messages on the lubaio. Messages to the city.

Jackie began to make snoring sounds. “Anyways, very interesting honey, but ...” she
said, pausing pointedly, “catch you all later. Much. | got business.”

Tuyen was devoted, as devoted as she could be to anyone, to Carla. That is, Carla
reminded her of a painting she loved by Remedios Varo. Madness of the Cat. If you
saw Remedios Varo’s painting, you would see Carla— without the cats but with the
electricity, all kinetic electricity, all the supernatural otherworldly energy. That was how
Tuyen saw her, and indeed there was a striking resemblance to the girl in Remedios’s
painting. The wraithlike face, the high cheekbones, the reddish hair, kinked in Carla’s
case not by electricity but by her father’s genealogy; and the dark hues of her skin put
there also by him. But the surprise on her face, the startled, knowing look, was another
alchemy altogether her own. Tuyen rightly saw that Carla inhabited a world of fantasy,
of distance, of dreams. Her bicycle, like the wheeled apparatuses of Remedios’s
inventions, extending from her bones as she pedalled her way around the city, her
winter sun—yellowed jacket and the courier’s knapsack on her back ballooning out like a
sail. And the city’s smogged air around her seemed painted in decalcomania. All that
was why Tuyen was attracted to Carla. The hidden energy, the little shocks secreted in
inconspicuous places. The times she came upon Carla in her sparsely appointed



apartment next door, standing still as if in the middle of a conversation with unseen
people, she fell silent watching. If she were to paint Carla, and she had tried, it would be
to copy every painting of Varo’s.

In every one of Tuyen’s installations—she’d had six now, and had a growing reputation
in the avant-garde scene—there was the figure or some aspect of Carla. Sometimes
her eyes with their luxuriant lashes, sometimes her mouth in that rich sombre pout. And
in each installation her hand on Carla’s figure had grown more erotic, painting the
escarpment of Carla’s cheek or her ankle or her back like a lover.

Tuyen had been drawn to her since the first day of high school. They were both
intense, bright girls who kept quiet in class but always had a quirky yet correct answer
when asked a question. As when Carla blurted out in class that To Kill a Mockingbird
was maudlin and embarrassing and why did people need to feel pity in order to act
right. Or when Tuyen in a small voice from the back of the history class, during what
she thought was a tedious intonement by the teacher about Normandy, said that she
was sick of the Second World War and it wasn’t the world anyway, it was Europe, and
asked what had happened in the rest of the world, did anybody else die? Was anybody
else heroic?

Their friendship escalated and expanded to include Oku, a studious guy, when he told
the phys. ed. teacher, Mr. Gordon, to eat shit when he invited him to run track. He was
suspended for a week because he didn’t apologize, and as a matter of principle, Tuyen
and Carla, and even Jackie, who was different and odd all on her own, decided to take
the week off with him. It was a wonderful week. They played video games at Jackie’s
house, and Jackie’s mother taught them how to play euchre. They ate pizza at Joe’s on
College, they got high on one tiny toke and giggled at everything and everyone they
saw. That was grade eleven. Now that friendship of opposition to the state of things,
and their common oddness, held all of them together.

They shared everything: money, clothes, food, ideas. Everything except family details.
There was an assumption among them that their families were boring and uninteresting
and a general pain, and best kept hidden, and that they couldn’t wait for the end of high
school to leave home. Only once in a while did they sigh in resignation at some
ridiculous request from their families to fit in and stop making trouble.

“Yes, Ma. I'll get a blonde wig and fit in all right!” Tuyen once yelled at her mother. At
which her mother looked wounded and told her to stop making jokes and try harder.

They had an unspoken collaboration on distancing themselves as far as possible from
the unreasonableness, the ignorance, the secrets, and the madness of their parents
They carried around an air of harassment or impatience about matters at home.
“‘Anyways!” was their signal for dismissing whatever had happened in the hours
between going home and coming back to school.

Loners before they met, they were all skimming across high school, all bored with the
adolescent prejudices of classrooms. They couldn’t wait to get out of school, where they
had very early realized, as early as grade three, that nothing there was about them.
Their parents didn’'t understand anything. They abandoned them to the rough public
terrain that they themselves couldn’t handle but out of which they expected their



children to emerge with good grades and well adjusted. So they settled in as mainly
spectators to the white kids in the class.

Tuyen noticed the scythe-like, limber, sharp blade of Carla’s body, her strange whisper
of a voice, and fell in love immediately. Carla would dream off in class—engrossed in a
long-ago moment when she had heard a chair falling—Tuyen would nudge her when
the teacher spoke to her. Because Tuyen saw a similarity. At home, she herself was
caught by a kind of lapping shame. This is what drew them together. They each had the
hip quietness of having seen; the feeling of living in two dimensions, the look of being
on the brink, at the doorway listening for everything.

They all, Tuyen, Carla, Oku, and Jackie, felt as if they inhabited two countries—their
parents’ and their own—when they sat dutifully at their kitchen tables being regaled with
how life used to be “back home,” and when they listened to inspired descriptions of
other houses, other landscapes, other skies, other trees, they were bored. They thought
that their parents had scales on their eyes. Sometimes they wanted to shout at them,
“Well, you’re not there!” But if any of them had the temerity to say this, they would be
met by a slap to the face or a crestfallen look, and an awful, disappointed silence in the
kitchen. Each left home in the morning as if making a long journey, untangling
themselves from the seaweed of other shores wrapped around their parents. Breaking
their doorways, they left the sleepwalk of their mothers and fathers and ran across the
unobserved borders of the city, sliding across ice to arrive at their own birthplace—the
city. They were born in the city from people born elsewhere.

Only once back then did Tuyen share a family detail with Carla. A letter written by her
mother.

Dear My Phuong,

You do not know how my heart is open. You have seen my son, Quy? | am in hopes
that he is safe with you. | will give any things | have to meet him. My days is nothing ...

But before Carla could read more Tuyen had grabbed the letter, stuffing it back into
her bag, saying, “Anyways ... my mother's crazy, huh?” Carla had grinned
uncomfortably, and they’d said nothing more about it. After that they acted as if the
incident had never happened, yet for all its unfinished nature, it brought them
protectively closer. When it came to their families they could only draw half conclusions,
make half inferences, for fear of the real things that lay there.

Tuyen’s father owned a restaurant on Elizabeth Street where most of the help and
most of the customers spoke Vietnamese only. When she was little, Tuyen rebelled
against the language, refusing to speak it. At five she went through a phase of calling
herself Tracey because she didn’t like anything Vietnamese. She used to sit at the cash
register, her legs hanging from a stool, reprimanding people older than she to speak
English. “English, English!” she would yell at them. As a teenager she cut her hair
herself in jagged swaths, shaving the left side and having the rest fall to the right over
her eyes. Her mother wept, bemoaning the good thick hair she said Tuyen had
butchered. Even back then she disobeyed Bo’s warnings to stay close to home,
scouring the beaches, the railroads, and the construction sites at night for unattended



wood. She said she was going to be an architect, and she actually spent two years in
college learning draftsmanship. She dropped out before finishing and started doing
sculpture at the college of art, but she dropped out of that too, saying that the people
there were vulgar, no-talent assholes who only wanted to suck up to teachers and do
the conventional.

After she let the others in on her sorties to silent nighttime building sites and the
railway tracks, she dragged them along with her. They all loved going to the railwa
tracks with a twelve-pack, some ganja, and a boombox.

She was the most daring of the friends. By eighteen Tuyen had already moved out,
living above the store on College Street. She considered herself an avant-garde artist,
sometimes doing art installations at the small galleries along Queen Street West. With
her bright face, her dark, always-inquisitive eyes, her arms elegant with silver bracelets,
she became a ubiquitous figure throughout the alternative art scene, dressed
dramatically in her self-designed clothing. She wore embroidered sleeveless vests to
show off the muscles in her shoulders, well developed from building her elaborate
installations, on which she honed her skills of carpentry, carving, and painting. Tuyen
was androgynous, a beautiful, perfect mix of the feminine and the masculine, her face
sleek and planed. In the winters she wore the great oilskin coat, which she had found
rummaging at the Goodwill store.

There were mice running across the ceiling of the apartments, day and night, but they
didn’t mind, anything was better than home. The landlord, a Mrs. Chou, didn’t take care
of the place, didn’'t sweep the hallway, and didn’t paint. Anything that was broken Carla
and Tuyen had to fix themselves, like the washers on every tap, the broken bathroom
tiles, and the blown fuses. Mrs. Chou called the hovels she rented one-bedrooms, but
they were little more than single rooms with a divider, the tiniest of galley kitchens, and
a bathroom where you had to leave the door open to sit down on the toilet. Neither
Carla nor Tuyen cared. Carla was only too elated when the apartment beside Tuyen
became available. The first thing she bought was a stereo so that she could play the
Fugees, Missy Elliot, and Lil' Kim and dance. She slept on the bare floor for the first
several months, the stereo booming her to sleep, the light brightly lit. Tuyen wondered
how Carla could sleep in all that noise, in all that light.

Tuyen’s and Carla’s apartments became places of refuge, not just for their immediate
circle but for all the people they picked up along the way to their twenties. Like the
Graffiti Boys across the alleyway, Tuyen’s friends from the gay ghetto, a few hip-hop
poets, two girls who made jewellery and knit hats, and an assortment of
twenty-somethings who did various things like music and waitering. The two rundown
apartments were above a cheap clothing store. Mrs. Chou only made appearances to
collect the rents and to say, “No parties,” and other than those predictable visits Carla
and Tuyen had free reign of the place. When they did have parties, both apartments
and the hallway were full of smoke and music, beer bottles, and loud talk above even
louder music. A cloud of smoke hung at the ceiling and blew its way down the staircase.
People didn’t go home for days on end until either Tuyen or Carla, mostly Carla, came
off the friendly high of Ecstasy to find her face in the toilet or some asshole with his
shoes on her bed and turned everybody out. Once, on magic mushrooms, Tuyen saw



every detail in the wood on the staircase, she saw that beyond the wood there was a
coal-orange glow, and the stairs felt hot and burning for a week after.

Carla had bouts of cleanliness, which could only be called violent, during which she
scrubbed and scrubbed her apartment and threw out perfectly good things like plates
and knives. Tuyen had no such inclinations. Tuyen’s apartment doubled as an art
gallery for her installations. Carla’s thrown-out objects would find themselves in an
artistic creation of some kind.

Tuyen’s own possessions, her clothes, her pots and dishes and such, were scattered
in small piles around the growing lubaio in her apartment. These, her clothing, her
dishes, spewed all over the floor, only hid smaller sharp-edged constructions of an
earlier idea to build a hutoung in miniature, and an idea earlier still for mud terraces and
a simultaneous one of ornamental wenshou—monsters and lions, horses and fish,
phoenixes—all magical animals; some of which she gave to friends when their
abundance threatened to clutter even her sense of space. These last she made of
wood or soapstone or clay, and they were numerously scattered all around the

room. Finally, and not unconnectedly, she had decided on the /ubaio.

Tuyen had secreted one more letter from her mother’s cache like a magical wenshou.
She had memorized that one and replaced it—the only one in her father’s
handwriting—addressed to the director of the Chi Ma Wan Camp shortly after the family
arrived in Toronto.

Dear Sir,

We have lost our child as you know. We were six months in Chi Ma Wan Camp. | am
inquiring as to if you have a record of him there. Did he arrive after we left? In case he
reaches the camp, here is some money for his passage, and a small amount to get
him sweet milk. Also this hat which belongs to his Bo, he will know it. Please take care
of him until he can be with us.

Respect to you, Vu Tuan

She had no idea what she would do with these letters, but she sought them out in her
mother’s room when she went on visits home and held them like ornate and curious
figures of a time past.

She had surreptitiously broken down the wall between her bedroom and the kitchen,
making one large room for her installations. One thing with Mrs. Chou’s slum
apartments—the ceilings were high. Tuyen’s dark room was a thick black velvet curtain.
The dishes were in the bathtub as the countless paintbrushes were in the sink. Chinese
architecture, she said, dating way back, did not use walls for support. Columns were
used, she said. She avoided the visits of Mrs. Chou, installed new locks, and made
Carla her lookout for Mrs. Chou’s possible raids. She had virtually destroyed the
apartment. If she ever moved, she would have to do it late at night and very quickly and
without a trace.

Still exasperated and a little disturbed by her brother, Tuyen knocked on Carla’s door.
Why, she wondered, did she find herself still waging that childish war with Binh?
“Look what | have,” she said, when Carla opened.



“Oh, sweet!” Carla said, reaching for the two plastic bags of food Tuyen
offered.

“Yeah? What do | get?”

“Hugs,” Carla said, embracing her gratefully, “but really it’s your brother
who should get them.”

“‘Don’t even mention him. I'm so pissed with him.”

“Why? | wish | had a brother like that.”

“Oh, you do not know him. He is so manipulative ...”

“Well, I'll exchange him for mine if you want.” Carla’s tone
foreshadowed bad news.

“Sorry, what now?”

“Mimico again. Carjacking.”

“Whoa! Christ!”

“Freaking carjacking. How am | going to fix that one?”

“Why do you have to fix it?”

“‘Because he’s mine.”

Tuyen had a peculiar feeling of self-betrayal. It was the word “mine.”

Binh had more or less asked her the same thing—didn’t she want to know what had
happened to their brother? Didn’'t she want that anomalous void in her life—in their
life—charged with some specific substance or body? Did she not feel that sense of

casualty, if not fatality, wrapped around their childhood?

Carla had moved to look out the window, and shaking off such thoughts, Tuyen walked
across the room to her. She watched the thin muscle of Carla’s neck quiver like a tulip’s
stem. She wanted to caress it, she wanted to put her lips on it. Then the mouth, turned
down and sulking, she wanted to kiss it to the upturned suppleness she knew was
there. Touching Carla’s shoulder gently, as if afraid of breaking it with her desire, she

said, “It'll be all right. Don’t worry.”



